
 

  
 

March 24, 2023 
 
The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
Chair Senate Labor, HHS, Education 
and Related Agencies  
Appropriations Subcommittee 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  

The Honorable Robert Aderholt 
Chair House Labor, HHS, Education 
and Related Agencies  
Appropriations Subcommittee 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 
 
  
Dear Senator Baldwin, Senator Capito, Representative Aderholt, and Representative DeLauro:  
 
As the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee develops 
the U.S. Department of Education’s fiscal year (FY) 2024 budget, we encourage you to provide $405,000,000 for the 
Education Innovation and Research (EIR) program, which provides grants that support evidence-based, field-initiated 
innovations that address the academic, social, and emotional needs of students. 
 
Specifically, the national Leading with SEL Coalition—along with numerous state and local organizations—are 
asking for a continuation of longstanding report language, which established the social and emotional learning (SEL) 
set-aside in the EIR program. SEL is critical for the academic and holistic success of all students, and it is imperative, 
particularly in light of the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on students’ academic achievement, 
particularly low-income students who are likely to attend schools with fewer resources, less experienced teachers, and 
less access to advanced coursework. When students are supported in growing their social and emotional competence 
via skill development in self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship skills, and responsible 
decision-making, they are more likely to experience academic success, school and civic engagement, health and 
wellness, and fulfilling careers.  A landmark 2011 meta-analysis found that SEL increased students’ academic 
performance by 11 percentile points, compared to students who did not participate in SEL.  In addition, according to a 
2023 meta-analysis that reviewed more than 400 studies, students participating in SEL at schools that had higher 
“school functioning,” including grades, test scores, attendance, homework completion, and engagement saw decreases 
in aggression and bullying, anxiety, stress, depression, suicidality; and felt safer at schools reporting higher levels of 
inclusion, connectedness and healthy relationships.  Further, cost-benefit research shows that for every dollar spent on 
SEL, on average, there is an $11 return on investment.  
 
Congress can support the academic development and social and emotional well-being of our nation’s students through 



 
For FY2024, we request a continuation of the EIR report language with an increase for the SEL set-aside: 
 
Education Innovation and Research (EIR). – Within the total for EIR, and including continuation awards, the 
agreement includes $95,000,000 to provide grants for social and emotional learning. To fulfill the set-asides, the 
agreement supports the prioritization of high-quality SEL proposals for both the early-



http://www.leadingwithsel.org/

